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Jubilee of Bishops
MEDITATION OF POPE LEO XIV

St Peter’s Square
7" Sunday of Easter - Sunday, 1 June 2025

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Peace be
with you!

Dear brothers, good morning and welcome!

I deeply appreciate the effort all of you have made to come on
pilgrimage to Rome, since I realize how pressing are the demands of
your ministry. Yet each of you, like myself, before being a shepherd,
is a sheep, a member of the Lord’s flock. So we too, even before
others, are asked to pass through the Holy Door, the symbol of Christ
the Saviour. If we are to lead the Churches entrusted to our care,
we must let ourselves be profoundly renewed by Jesus, the Good
Shepherd, in order to conform ourselves fully to his heart and to the
mystery of his love.

“Spes non confundit,” “Hope does not disappoint” (Rom 5:5). How
often did we hear Pope Francis repeat those words of Saint Paul!
They became one of his trademark phrases, so much so that he chose
them to be the opening words of the Bull of Indiction of this Jubilee
Year.

We, as Bishops, are the primary heirs of that prophetic legacy, which
we must preserve and transmit to the People of God by our words and
the way we live our lives. At times, preaching the message that hope
does not disappoint means swimming against the tide, even in certain
painful situations that appear to be hopeless. Yet it is precisely at
those times when it becomes all the more apparent that our faith and
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our hope do not come from ourselves, but from God. If we are truly
close to those who suffer, the Holy Spirit can revive in their hearts
even a flame that has all but died out (cf. Bull Spes Non Confundit, 3).

Dear friends, a Bishop is a witness to hope by his example of a life
firmly grounded in God and completely devoted to the service of
the Church. This will be the case only insofar as he is conformed to
Christ in his personal life and in his apostolic ministry. The Spirit
of the Lord will then shape his way of thinking, his feelings and his
actions. Let us stop for a moment and together consider a few aspects
of this witness.

First, the Bishop is the visible principle of unity in the particular
Church entrusted to him. It is his duty to build communion among
its members and with the universal Church by fostering the variety
of gifts and ministries given for its own growth and for the spread of
the Gospel. In this service, as in his entire mission, the Bishop can
count on the special divine grace conferred on him at his episcopal
ordination. This grace sustains him as a teacher of the faith, a minister
of sanctification and a spiritual leader; it strengthens his commitment
to the Kingdom of God, to the eternal salvation of souls and to the
transformation of history by the power of the Gospel.

The second aspect I would like to consider, again in the light of
Christ as the model of the Bishop’s life, could be put this way: the
Bishop is a man who lives the theological life. In a word, he is a
person completely docile to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, who
fills him with faith, hope and charity, and fans them into flame amid
the various situations and challenges of daily life.

The Bishop, then, is a man of faith. Here I think of that marvelous
passage in the Letter to the Hebrews (cf. Heb 11), where the author
lists an entire genealogy of “witnesses” of faith, beginning with
Abel. I think specifically of Moses, who was called by God to lead
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the people to the promised land, and who, we are told, “remained
steadfast, as if seeing him who is unseen” (Heb 11:27). Here we
have a magnificent portrayal of a man of faith: he is one who, by the
grace of God, sees ahead, glimpses the goal, and perseveres in times
of trial. Think of all the times that Moses interceded for the people
before God. So too, the Bishop in his Church acts as an intercessor,
because the Spirit keeps the flame of faith alive in his heart.

Then too, the Bishop is a man of hope, since “faith is the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Heb 11:1).
Especially at moments of difficulty in people’s lives, the Bishop,
by this theological virtue, helps them not to despair: not simply by
his words but by his closeness. When families are greatly burdened
and public institutions fail to provide adequate support; when young
people are disillusioned and fed up with empty promises; when the
elderly and those with grave disabilities feel abandoned, the Bishop is
close to them, not offering easy solutions, but rather the experience of
communities that strive to live the Gospel in simplicity and solidarity.

Faith and hope then come together in him as a man of pastoral
charity. The whole life of the Bishop, his entire ministry, diverse and
multifaceted as it is, finds its unity in what Saint Augustine calls the
amoris officium. Here his theological life is expressed and shines
forth in the highest degree. Whether preaching, visiting communities,
listening to priests and deacons, or making administrative decisions,
all that he does is inspired and motivated by the charity of Christ
the Shepherd. With the help of God’s grace, drawn daily from the
celebration of the Eucharist and his prayer, the Bishop gives an
example of fraternal love to his Coadjutor or Auxiliary, to the Bishop
Emeritus and to the Bishops of neighboring dioceses, to the priests,
his closest collaborators, particularly those experiencing moments of
difficulty or illness. His heart is open and welcoming, and so is his
home.
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Dear brothers, this is the theological core of the life of a Bishop.
Centered on these aspects, and always awakened by the same Spirit,
a number of other essential virtues can be added: pastoral prudence,
poverty, perfect continence in celibacy, and human virtues.

Pastoral prudence is the practical wisdom that guides the Bishop in
his decisions, in his governance, in his relations with the faithful and
with their associations. A clear sign of prudence is his exercise of
dialogue as a style and method, both in his relationships with others
and in his presiding over participatory bodies: in other words, in
his overseeing of synodality in his particular Church. Pope Francis
taught us much in this regard, insisting with pedagogical wisdom
on synodality as a dimension of the life of the Church. Pastoral
prudence also enables the Bishop to guide the diocesan community
by cherishing its traditions and by promoting new directions and
initiatives.

To bear witness to the Lord Jesus, the Bishop lives a life of
evangelical poverty. His is a simple, sober and generous lifestyle,
dignified and at the same time suited to the conditions of the majority
of his people. The poor must find in him a father and a brother, and
never feel uncomfortable in meeting him or entering his home. In
his personal life, he must be detached from the pursuit of wealth
and from forms of favoritism based on money or power. The Bishop
must never forget that, like Jesus, he has been anointed with the Holy
Spirit and sent to bring good news to the poor (cf. Lk 4:18).

Together with material poverty, the life of the Bishop is also marked
by that specific form of poverty which is celibacy and virginity for
the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven (cf. M¢ 19:12). Here, it is not just
a question of living as a celibate, but of practicing chastity of heart
and conduct, and in this way living a life of Christian discipleship
and presenting to all the authentic image of the Church, holy and

39
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chaste in her members as in her Head. He must be firm and decisive
in dealing with situations that can cause scandal and with every case
of abuse, especially involving minors, and fully respect the legislation
currently in force.

Finally, the Bishop is called to cultivate those human virtues
which the Council Fathers also chose to mention in the Decree
Presbyterorum Ordinis (No. 3). These are of great help to him in his
ministry and in his relationships with others. They include fairness,
sincerity, magnanimity, openness of mind and heart, the ability to
rejoice with those who rejoice and to suffer with those who suffer, as
well as self-control, delicacy, patience, discretion, great openness to
listening and engaging in dialogue, and willingness to serve. These
virtues, which each of us possess to a greater or lesser extent by
nature, can and must be cultivated in conformity to the Lord Jesus,
with the grace of the Holy Spirit.

Dear brothers, may the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saints
Peter and Paul obtain for you and your communities the graces
that you most need. In particular, may they help you to be men of
communion, always promoting unity in the diocesan presbyterate.
May every priest, without exception, sense the fatherhood,
brotherhood and friendship of his Bishop. That spirit of communion
encourages priests in their pastoral outreach and makes the particular
Church grow in unity.

Thank you for remembering me in your prayers! I am also praying
for you and from my heart, I offer all of you my blessing.

2025 / No.434



agiE T HEHT 41

Jubilee of Priests
Holy Mass & Priestly Ordinations
Homily of the Holy Father Leo XIV

Saint Peter’s Basilica, Altar of the Confession
Friday, 27 June 2025

Today, the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Day of Prayer
for the Sanctification of Priests, we celebrate this Eucharist with great
joy as part of the Jubilee of Priests.

Before all else, dear brother priests, I wish to say a word to you, who
have passed through the Holy Door to pray at the tomb of the Apostle
Peter and to immerse your baptismal and priestly garments once
more in the Heart of the Savior. For some of you, this is happening
on a unique day in your lives: the day of your Ordination.

To speak of the Heart of Christ in this context is to reflect on the
entire mystery of the Lord’s incarnation, death and resurrection,
which is entrusted in a special way to us, so that we can make
it present in our world. In the light of the readings that we have
just heard, let us reflect on how we can contribute to this work of
salvation.

In the first reading, the prophet Ezekiel describes God as a shepherd
who watches over his flock, counting his sheep one by one. He
seeks out the lost, binds up the wounded, and strengthens the weak
and sick (cf. Ezek 34:11-16). He thus reminds us, in this age of vast
and devastating conflicts, that the love of God has no limits. We are
called to let ourselves be embraced and shaped by that love, and to
realize that in God’s eyes — and our own as well — there is no place
for division and hatred of any kind.
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In the second reading (cf. Rom 5:5-11), Saint Paul reminds us that
God reconciled us to himself “while we were still weak” (v. 6) and
“sinful” (v. 8), and exhorts us to entrust ourselves, along a daily path
of conversion, to the transforming power of his Spirit who dwells
in our hearts. Our hope is grounded in the knowledge that the Lord
never abandons us: he is always at our side. At the same time, we are
called to cooperate with him, above all by putting the Eucharist at the
center of our lives, inasmuch as it is “the source and summit of the
Christian life” (SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL,
Dogmatic Constitution Lumen Gentium, 11). Then too, “through the
fruitful reception of the sacraments, and especially by the frequent
practice of sacramental penance” (Decree Presbyterorum Ordinis,
18), and finally through prayer, meditation on God’s word, and the
exercise of charity, conforming our hearts ever more closely to that
of “the Father of mercies” (ibid.).

This brings us to today’s Gospel (cf. Lk 15:3-7), which speaks of
the joy of God — and of every shepherd who loves in the manner of
his Heart — at the return of even one of his sheep to the fold. We are
called to exercise pastoral charity with a generous love, like that of
the Father, and to foster in our hearts the desire that no one be lost
(cf. Jn 6:39) but that everyone, also through our ministry, may come
to know Christ and have eternal life in him (cf. Jn 6:40). We are
called to deepen our closeness to Jesus (cf. Presbyterorum Ordinis,
14) and to be a source of harmony in the midst of our brother priests.
We do so by bearing on our shoulders those who are lost, granting
forgiveness to those who have erred, seeking out those who have
gone astray or been left behind, and caring for those who suffer in
body or spirit. And to do all this in a great exchange of love that,
flowing from the pierced side of the crucified Lord, embraces all
people and fills the entire world. For, in the words of Pope Francis,
“the wounded side of Christ continues to pour forth that stream which
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is never exhausted, never passes away, but offers itself time and time
again to all those who wish to love as he did. For his love alone can
bring about a new humanity” (Encyclical Letter Dilexit Nos, 219).

The priestly ministry is one of sanctification and reconciliation for
the building up of the Body of Christ in unity (cf. Lumen Gentium,
7). For this reason, the Second Vatican Council exhorted priests to
make every effort to “lead all to the unity of charity” (Presbyterorum
Ordinis, 9), harmonizing differences so that “no one... may feel left
out” (ibid.). It also encouraged priests to remain united with their
bishop and within the presbyterate (ibid., 7-8). For the more we are
united among ourselves, the more we will be able to lead others to
the fold of the Good Shepherd, and to live as brothers and sisters in
the one house of the Father.

Saint Augustine, in a homily delivered on the anniversary of his
ordination, spoke of the joyful fruit of communion that unites the
faithful, priests and bishops, grounded in the recognition that all of us
are redeemed and saved by the same gracious mercy of God. It was
in that context that he spoke the celebrated words: “For you I am a
bishop, with you I am a Christian” (Serm. 340, 1).

In the solemn Mass inaugurating my Pontificate, I voiced before
the People of God my great desire for “a united Church, a sign of
unity and communion, which becomes a leaven for a reconciled
world” (18 May 2025). Today, I share this desire once more with
all of you. Reconciled with one another, united and transformed by
the love that flows abundantly from the Heart of Christ, let us walk
together humbly and resolutely in his footsteps, firm in faith and open
to all in charity. Let us bring the peace of the risen Lord to our world,
with the freedom born of the knowledge that we have been loved,
chosen and sent by the Father.

Now, before concluding, I would like to say a word to you, dear
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Ordinands, who in a few moments, by the laying on of hands of the
bishop and a renewed outpouring of the Holy Spirit, will become
priests. What I have to say is simple, but I consider it important for
your future and for the future of the souls entrusted to your care.
Love God and your brothers and sisters, and give yourselves to
them generously. Be fervent in your celebration of the sacraments,
in prayer, especially in adoration before the Eucharist, and in your
ministry. Keep close to your flock, give freely of your time and
energy to everyone, without reserve and without partiality, as the
pierced side of the crucified Jesus and the example of the saints
teach us to do. Remember that the Church, in the two thousand years
of her history, has had — and today continues to have — wonderful
examples of priestly holiness. From the earliest communities on,
the Church has raised up priests who have been martyrs, tireless
apostles, missionaries, and champions of charity. Cherish this
treasure: learn their stories, study their lives and work, imitate their
virtues, be inspired by their zeal, and invoke their intercession often
and insistently! All too often, today’s world offers models of success
and prestige that are dubious and short-lived. Do not let yourselves
be taken in by them! Look rather to the solid example and apostolic
fruitfulness, frequently hidden and unassuming, of those who, with
faith and dedication, have spent their lives in service of the Lord
and their brothers and sisters. Keep their memory alive by your own
example of fidelity.

Let us now entrust ourselves to the loving protection of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Mother of priests and Mother of hope. May she direct
and sustain our steps, so that each day we may conform our hearts
more closely to that of Christ, the supreme and eternal Shepherd.

2025 / No.434



agitE FTHEH 45

Message of the Holy Father to Priests
on the Occasion of the World Day of Prayer for

the Sanctification of Priests

27 June 2025 - Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

Dear brothers in the priesthood!

On this Day for the Sanctification of Priests, celebrated on the
Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, I address each of you with
gratitude and great confidence.

The Heart of Christ, pierced for love, is the living and life-giving
flesh that embraces each of us and conforms us to the image of the
Good Shepherd. There we discover the true nature of our ministry.
Consumed by God’s mercy, we become joyful witnesses of his love
that heals, accompanies and redeems.

Today’s Solemnity thus renews in our own hearts the call to be
completely committed to the service of God’s holy people. This
mission starts with prayer and is carried out in union with the Lord,
who constantly revives in us the sacred gift of our vocation to the
priesthood.

To be mindful of this grace means, as Saint Augustine tells us, to
enter into “a vast and deep inner chamber” (cf. Confessions, X,
8.15), which does not simply preserve a memory of the past, but
makes its riches ever new and present. Only by such remembrance,
can we experience and renew that gift which the Lord entrusted to
us and charged us to pass on in his name. Remembrance joins our
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hearts together in the Heart of Christ and our lives in his life, and
thus enables us to bring the word and the sacraments of salvation to
God’s holy people, in order to bring about a world reconciled in love.
Only in the Heart of Jesus do we discover our authentic humanity
as children of God, brothers and sisters of one another. For all these
reasons, I would make this heartfelt appeal to you today: Be builders
of unity and peace!

In a world marked by growing tensions, even within families and
ecclesial communities, priests are called to promote reconciliation
and foster communion. Building unity and peace demands that we
be pastors capable of wise discernment, skilled in the art of piecing
together the fragments of the lives entrusted to our care, so that
we can enable people to see the light of the Gospel in the midst
of life’s trials. It calls for the ability to understand and interpret
complex situations, and to rise above immediate emotions, fears
and the pressure of passing fashions. It means providing pastoral
solutions that generate and regenerate faith by building good
relationships, bonds of solidarity and communities in which the style
of communion shines forth. Being builders of unity and peace means
serving and not domineering. Priestly fraternity becomes a credible
sign of the presence of the Risen Lord in our midst precisely when it
is the hallmark of our shared journey as priests.

Today, then, I invite you to renew before the Heart of Christ the
“yes” that you said to God and to his holy People on the day of your
Ordination. Let yourselves be shaped by grace and guard the fire of
the Spirit received on that day, so that, in union with him, you may
be a sacrament of Jesus’ love in the world. Do not be daunted by your
personal frailty: the Lord does not look for perfect priests, but for
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humble hearts that are open to conversion and prepared to love others
as he himself loved us.

Dear brother priests, Pope Francis called us to renewed devotion
to the Sacred Heart as the locus of our personal encounter with the
Lord (cf. Dilexit Nos, 103), the place where we can bring and resolve
not only our inner conflicts but also those that are tearing apart the
world in which we live. For in him, “we learn to relate to one another
in wholesome and happy ways, and to build up in this world God’s
kingdom of love and justice. Our hearts, united with the heart of
Christ, are capable of working this social miracle” (ibid., 28).

Throughout this Holy Year, in which all of us are called to be
pilgrims of hope, our ministry will be all the more fruitful the more
it is rooted in prayer and forgiveness, and in closeness to the poor,
to families and to young people who are searching for truth. Never
forget that a holy priest makes holiness flourish around him.

Entrusting all of you to Mary, Queen of Apostles and Mother of
Priests, I bless each of you from my heart.

From the Vatican, 27 June 2025

LEO PP. X1V
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Jubilee of Families, Children, Grandparents & the Elderly
HOMILY OF THE HOLY FATHER LEO XIV

St Peter’s Square
7" Sunday of Easter - Sunday, 1 June 2025

The Gospel we have just heard shows us Jesus, at the Last Supper,
praying on our behalf (cf. Jn 17:20). The Word of God, made man,
as he nears the end of his earthly life, thinks of us, his brothers and
sisters, and becomes a blessing, a prayer of petition and praise to
the Father, in the power of the Holy Spirit. As we ourselves, full of
wonder and trust, enter into Jesus’ prayer, we become, thanks to his
love, part of a great plan that concerns all of humanity.

Christ prays that we may “all be one” (v. 21). This is the greatest
good that we can desire, for this universal union brings about among
his creatures the eternal communion of love that is God himself: the
Father who gives life, the Son who receives it and the Spirit who
shares it.

The Lord does not want us, in this unity, to be a nameless and
faceless crowd. He wants us to be one: “As you, Father, are in me
and I am in you, may they also be in us” (v. 21). The unity for which
Jesus prays is thus a communion grounded in the same love with
which God loves, which brings life and salvation into the world. As
such, it is firstly a gift that Jesus comes to bring. From his human
heart, the Son of God prays to the Father in these words: “I in them
and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the
world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as
you have loved me” (v. 23).
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Let us listen with amazement to these words. Jesus is telling us that
God loves us as he loves himself. The Father does not love us any
less than he loves his only-begotten Son. In other words, with an
infinite love. God does not love less, because he loves first, from the
very beginning! Christ himself bears witness to this when he says
to the Father: “You loved me before the foundation of the world”
(v. 24). And so it is: in his mercy, God has always desired to draw
all people to himself. It is his life, bestowed upon us in Christ, that
makes us one, uniting us with one another.

Listening to this Gospel today, during the Jubilee of Families,
Children, Grandparents and the Elderly, fills us with joy.

Dear friends, we received life before we ever desired it. As Pope
Francis said: “all of us are sons and daughters, but none of us chose
to be born” (Angelus, 1 January 2025). Not only that. As soon as we
were born, we needed others in order to live; left to ourselves, we
would not have survived. Someone else saved us by caring for us in
body and spirit. All of us are alive today thanks to a relationship, a
free and freeing relationship of human kindness and mutual care.

That human kindness is sometimes betrayed. As for example,
whenever freedom is invoked not to give life, but to take it away,
not to help, but to hurt. Yet even in the face of the evil that opposes
and takes life, Jesus continues to pray to the Father for us. His prayer
acts as a balm for our wounds; it speaks to us of forgiveness and
reconciliation. That prayer makes fully meaningful our experience
of love for one another as parents, grandparents, sons and daughters.
That is what we want to proclaim to the world: we are here in order
to be “one” as the Lord wants us to be “one,” in our families and in
those places where we live, work and study. Different, yet one; many,
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yet one; always, in every situation and at every stage of life.

Dear friends, if we love one another in this way, grounded in Christ,
who is “the Alpha and the Omega,” “the beginning and the end” (cf.
Rev 22:13), we will be a sign of peace for everyone, in society and
the world. Let us not forget: families are the cradle of the future of
humanity.

In recent decades, we have received a sign that fills us with joy but
also makes us think. It is the fact that several spouses have been
beatified and canonized, not separately, but as married couples. [
think of Louis and Z¢élie Martin, the parents of Saint Therese of the
Child Jesus; and of Blessed Luigi and Maria Beltrame Quattrocchi,
who raised a family in Rome in the last century. And let us not forget
the Ulma family from Poland: parents and children, united in love
and martyrdom. I said that this is a sign that makes us think. By
pointing to them as exemplary witnesses of married life, the Church
tells us that today’s world needs the marriage covenant in order to
know and accept God’s love and to defeat, thanks to its unifying
and reconciling power, the forces that break down relationships and
societies.

For this reason, with a heart filled with gratitude and hope, I would
remind all married couples that marriage is not an ideal but the
measure of true love between a man and a woman: a love that is total,
faithful and fruitful (cf. SAINT PAUL VI, Humanae Vitae, 9). This
love makes you one flesh and enables you, in the image of God, to
bestow the gift of life.

I encourage you, then, to be examples of integrity to your children,
acting as you want them to act, educating them in freedom through
obedience, always seeing the good in them and finding ways to
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nurture it. And you, dear children, show gratitude to your parents. To
say “thank you” each day for the gift of life and for all that comes
with it is the first way to honour your father and your mother (cf. Ex
20:12). Finally, dear grandparents and elderly people, I recommend
that you watch over your loved ones with wisdom and compassion,
and with the humility and patience that come with age.

In the family, faith is handed on together with life, generation after
generation. It is shared like food at the family table and like the love
in our hearts. In this way, families become privileged places in which
to encounter Jesus, who loves us and desires our good, always.

Let me add one last thing. The prayer of the Son of God, which gives
us hope on our journey, also reminds us that one day we will all be
uno unum (cf. Saint Augustine, Sermo super Ps. 127): one in the one
Saviour, embraced by the eternal love of God. Not only us, but also
our fathers, mothers, grandmothers, grandfathers, brothers, sisters
and children who have already gone before us into the light of his
eternal Pasch, and whose presence we feel here, together with us, in
this moment of celebration.
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Message of the Holy Father for the fifth World Day of

Grandparents and the Elderly
27 July 2025
Blessed are those who have not lost hope (cf. Sir 14:2)
Dear brothers and sisters,

The Jubilee we are now celebrating helps us to realize that hope is
a constant source of joy, whatever our age. When that hope has also
been tempered by fire over the course of a long life, it proves a source
of deep happiness.

Sacred Scripture offers us many examples of men and women whom
the Lord called late in life to play a part in his saving plan. We can
think of Abraham and Sarah, who, advanced in years, found it hard to
believe when God promised them a child. Their childlessness seemed
to prevent them from any hope for the future.

Zechariah’s reaction to the news of John the Baptist’s birth was
no different: “How can this be? [ am an old man and my wife is
advanced in years” (Lk 1:18). Old age, barrenness and physical
decline apparently blocked any hope for life and fertility in these
men and women. The question that Nicodemus asked Jesus when
the Master spoke to him of being “born again” also seems purely
rhetorical: “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter
a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” (Jn 3:4). Yet
whenever we think that things cannot change, the Lord surprises us
with an act of saving power.
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The elderly as signs of hope

In the Bible, God repeatedly demonstrates his providential care by
turning to people in their later years. This was the case not only with
Abraham, Sarah, Zechariah and Elizabeth, but also with Moses, who
was called to set his people free when he was already eighty years
old (cf. Ex 7:7). God thus teaches us that, in his eyes, old age is a
time of blessing and grace, and that the elderly are, for him, the first
witnesses of hope. Augustine asks, “What do we mean by old age?”
He tells us that God himself answers the question: “Let your strength
fail, so that my strength may abide within you, and you can say with
the Apostle, ‘When I am weak, then I am strong’” (Super Ps. 70,11).
The increasing number of elderly people is a sign of the times that
we are called to discern, in order to interpret properly this moment of
history.

The life of the Church and the world can only be understood in light
of the passage of generations. Embracing the elderly helps us to
understand that life is more than just the present moment, and should
not be wasted in superficial encounters and fleeting relationships.
Instead, life is constantly pointing us toward the future. In the book
of Genesis, we find the moving episode of the blessing given by
the aged Jacob to his grandchildren, the sons of Joseph; his words
are an appeal to look to the future with hope, as the time when
God’s promises will be fulfilled (cf. Gen 48:8-20). If it is true that
the weakness of the elderly needs the strength of the young, it is
equally true that the inexperience of the young needs the witness
of the elderly in order to build the future with wisdom. How often
our grandparents have been for us examples of faith and devotion,
civic virtue and social commitment, memory and perseverance amid
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trials! The precious legacy that they have handed down to us with
hope and love will always be a source of gratitude and a summons to
perseverance.

Signs of hope for the elderly

From biblical times, the Jubilee has been understood as a time of
liberation. Slaves were freed, debts were forgiven and land was
returned to its original owners. The Jubilee was a time when the
social order willed by God was restored, and inequalities and
injustices accumulated over the years were remedied. Jesus evoked
those moments of liberation when, in the synagogue of Nazareth, he
proclaimed good news to the poor, sight to the blind and freedom for
prisoners and the oppressed (cf. Lk 4:16-21).

Looking at the elderly in the spirit of this Jubilee, we are called
to help them experience liberation, especially from loneliness and
abandonment. This year is a fitting time to do so. God’s fidelity to
his promises teaches us that there is a blessedness in old age, an
authentic evangelical joy inspiring us to break through the barriers of
indifference in which the elderly often find themselves enclosed. Our
societies, everywhere in the world, are growing all too accustomed to
letting this significant and enriching part of their life be marginalized
and forgotten.

Given this situation, a change of pace is needed that would be readily
seen in an assumption of responsibility on the part of the whole
Church. Every parish, association and ecclesial group is called to
become a protagonist in a “revolution” of gratitude and care, to
be brought about by regular visits to the elderly, the creation of
networks of support and prayer for them and with them, and the
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forging of relationships that can restore hope and dignity to those
who feel forgotten. Christian hope always urges us to be more daring,
to think big, to be dissatisfied with things the way they are. In this
case, it urges us to work for a change that can restore the esteem and
affection to which the elderly are entitled

That is why Pope Francis wanted the World Day of Grandparents
and the Elderly to be celebrated primarily through an effort to seek
out elderly persons who are living alone. For this reason, those who
are unable to come to Rome on pilgrimage during this Holy Year
may “obtain the Jubilee Indulgence if they visit, for an appropriate
amount of time, the elderly who are alone... making, in a sense, a
pilgrimage to Christ present in them (cf. M¢ 25:34-36)” (APOSTOLIC
PENITENTIARY, Norms for the Granting of the Jubilee Indulgence,
IIT). Visiting an elderly person is a way of encountering Jesus, who
frees us from indifference and loneliness.

As elderly persons, we can hope

The Book of Sirach calls blessed those who have not lost hope (cf.
14:2). Perhaps, especially if our lives are long, we may be tempted
to look not to the future but to the past. Yet, as Pope Francis wrote
during his last hospitalization, “our bodies are weak, but even so,
nothing can prevent us from loving, praying, giving ourselves, being
there for one another, in faith, as shining signs of hope” (4Angelus, 16
March 2025). We possess a freedom that no difficulty can rob us of:
it is the freedom to love and to pray. Everyone, always, can love and

pray.

Our affection for our loved ones — for the wife or husband with
whom we have spent so much of our lives, for our children, for
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our grandchildren who brighten our days — does not fade when our
strength wanes. Indeed, their own affection often revives our energy
and brings us hope and comfort.

These signs of living love, which have their roots in God himself,
give us courage and remind us that “even if our outer self is wasting
away, our inner self is being renewed day by day” (2 Cor 4:16).
Especially as we grow older, let us press forward with confidence in
the Lord. May we be renewed each day by our encounter with him in
prayer and in Holy Mass. Let us lovingly pass on the faith we have
lived for so many years, in our families and in our daily encounter
with others. May we always praise God for his goodness, cultivate
unity with our loved ones, open our hearts to those who are far away
and, in particular, to all those in need. In this way, we will be signs of
hope, whatever our age.

From the Vatican, 26 June 2025

LEO PP. X1V
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. World Day
for Grandparents
and the E|der|y
2025

Fifth World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly

It 1s with great joy that we prepare to celebrate the Fifth World Day
for Grandparents and the Elderly, an appointment that, year after
year, is entering more and more deeply into the pastoral life of our
communities. This fifth edition marks a significant milestone, a sign
of the growing awareness of the value of the elderly in the Church
and society.

This year’s theme chosen by Pope Francis, ‘Blessed are those who
have not lost hope’ (cf. Sir 14:2), fits into the context of the Jubilee
of Hope, and invites us to recognize in the elderly not only recipients
of pastoral attention, but witnesses of hope and active protagonists
of ecclesial life. Their life and faith experience is a valuable
heritage, capable of enriching new generations and strengthening the
community fabric.

The World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, established in
2021, is becoming a tradition that teaches our communities to
increasingly put the elderly at the centre, not in an extraordinary or
occasional way, but in a regular and structural way. It is a pedagogy
that teaches us to recognize their irreplaceable role as keepers of
memory, witnesses of faith and teachers of life.

This year, on the occasion of the Jubilee of Hope, we wish to
emphasize one special aspect: the Father's limitless mercy is to be
experienced by all, including those who, for reasons of health or
age, cannot physically make a pilgrimage. Therefore, in the pastoral
directions pages you will find a simple proposal for a Jubilee
celebration to be held within the facilities where the elderly live.
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This rite will enable them to obtain the Jubilee Indulgence, spiritually
joining the universal Church and offering their sufferings and prayers.

We are confident that this Day will be an opportunity to renew
dialogue between generations, to strengthen bonds of solidarity and
to witness that the Church is a welcoming home for all, especially the
most fragile.

Aware of the variety of initiatives that have been taken at previous
editions and those that will hopefully mark the fifth Day as well, we
make the logo available for parishes and dioceses to use freely.

In this regard and in order to give more dissemination to what
will be organized for the occasion, we ask you to kindly let us
know about the various initiatives undertaken through the email
anziani@laityfamilylife.va or our social channels via the hashtag
#ElderlyandGrandparents

A Pastoral Kit is available on the website of the Dicastery for Laity,
Family and Life at www.laityfamilylife.va

In the hope that the celebration of the Fifth World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly will help bring to all the elderly the
closeness of the Church and the tenderness of the Lord, we send you
our most loving greetings in Christ.
Card. Kevin Farrell
Prefect
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life
+ Dario Gervasi
Secretary
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life
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Prayer for the
Fifth World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly

‘Blessed are those who have not lost hope’ (Sir 14:2)

How beautiful are these words of yours, Lord!
Help us to continue our pilgrimage through time,
animated by the hope that comes from You!

Help us in this divisive world,

to bring the hope of communion.

Help us in this world, wounded by wars,

to bring the hope of peace.

Help us in this world, which is dehumanizing,

to bring the beauty of an ancient smile.

Help us to be, for our grandchildren, for our loved ones
and for everyone we meet,

the memory of your tenderness.

Help us to bring, in a world distracted from You,

the Hope of a new life that only You can give!

For in You, Lord, nothing is lost

For in You, Lord, everything begins again! Amen
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Pastoral Indications

We suggest that the celebration of the Day - as usual - be organized
around two fundamental gestures:

1. the celebration of a Eucharistic liturgy dedicated to the
elderly

2. the visit to the lonely elderly in your community.

On the occasion of the Jubilee of Hope, we suggest involving parish
communities to facilitate the participation of all elderly people -
even those who rarely leave home - in Jubilee pilgrimages.

For all those for whom it will not be possible to participate physically,
based on what is established in the norms for granting the Jubilee
Indulgence, we suggest that they carry out a Jubilee celebration in
the places where they live.

Visiting lonely elderly people

* In order to get the message of closeness and consolation that
the Day seeks to express to everyone -even those who are most
isolated- we suggest making a visit to the lonely elderly in your
community and handing them the Holy Father’s message.

* The visit, a tangible sign of a Church going forth, is a way to
reiterate that the elderly, even the loneliest, are at the centre of our
communities.

* The visit demonstrates the personal and communal choice not to
abandon anyone.

» The visit can be an opportunity to bring a gift, such as a flower,
and to read the Day’s message and prayer together.

* The encounter between young and elderly, the friendship that
can arise from it, shows how the Lord’s mercy extends from
generation to generation.
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The preparation of the Day with the elderly
* The elderly are the main beneficiaries for the Day s activities. The
Holy Father’s message is addressed to them.

« It is important to make sure that as many elderly people as
possible participate in person in the Sunday liturgy celebrated on
the Day.

* The Day can be an opportunity to help the elderly and their
family members convincingly resume the habit of attending Holy
Mass together with the entire parish community.

* Elderly from the parish or from our own church reality can be
invited for a time of reflection on the Pope’s Message for the Day,
which can be distributed to all participants.

* It would be desirable if, even from the Day, people begin to
organize moments of reflection dedicated to the elderly in their
community. The Pope’s catecheses on old age could be used as
handouts to accompany the meetings.

e Special prayers for youth and peace can be asked of the elderly.
The ministry of intercession is a true vocation of old age.

* Through visits to the lonely elderly, the text of the Message can
also be conveyed to those unable to attend the meetings.

The preparation of the Day with the youth

*  We suggest calling the young people of one’s community a few
weeks before the Day to explain its significance and to ensure that
they reach as many elderly people as possible with their visits.

*  We suggest involving young people in the organisation of one or
more parties with the elderly of their community.

* The Day could be an opportunity to organise a meeting to hear
some testimonies of elderly people.

*  Young people can organise social campaigns to spread the contents
of the Day by using the hashtag #Elderlyandgrandparents.
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Liturgical handout

One of the Masses on Sunday, July 27, should be dedicated to
celebrating the Day with grandparents and elderly in the parish or
community.

To encourage the attendance of the elderly at Holy Mass,
community members can be involved to arrange transportation
for those who are unable to move on their own.

During the celebration, the youth from the parish or community
can deliver the Holy Father's message to grandparents and the
elderly.

On July 27 and the days immediately preceding and following,
liturgical celebrations of the Day can be planned within hospitals
and residential homes for the elderly by involving members of the
parish so that Holy Masses are appropriately animated.

The collection of offerings at the Holy Masses of the Day can be

dedicated to support projects in favour of poor elderly people in
your community.

Suggestions for the Prayers of the Faithful

For Pope Leo XIV, that the Lord may bless and protect his
ministry, and for the Church, led by him, that it may be more and
more a welcoming home for grandparents and the elderly. Let us
pray.

For all of us elderly, that we may continue to look toward the
future and that with our experience and prayer we may continue
to strive to build a more fraternal world. Let us pray.

For the youth to offer the bread of their vitality to the Lord, not
keeping it for themselves but giving it to God so that He may
multiply it and the world may rejoice in the overflowing joy of a
new embrace between the youth and the elderly. Let us pray.

For all of us grandfathers and grandmothers, that we may be
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a source of wisdom for our families and that we may learn to
pass on the treasure of faith to our grandchildren and to the next
generation. Let us pray.

* For the end of all war in every part of the world. We implore
the Lord to grant consolation to those who have lost loved ones,
healing to the wounded, a return home to prisoners, and that ways
of dialogue and peace be found everywhere. Let us pray.

Jubilee celebration with the elderly unable to physically
make the pilgrimage

The Norms for the Granting of the Jubilee Indulgence published by
the Apostolic Penitentiary state:

‘The faithful who are truly repentant of sin but who cannot
participate in the various solemn celebrations, pilgrimages and pious
visits for serious reasons (especially cloistered nuns and monks, but
also the elderly, the sick, prisoners, and those who, through their
work in hospitals or other care facilities, provide continuous service
to the sick), can obtain the Jubilee Indulgence, under the same
conditions if, united in spirit with the faithful taking part in person,
(especially when the words of the Supreme Pontiff or the diocesan
Bishop are transmitted through the various means of communication),
they recite the Our Father, the Profession of Faith in any approved
form, and other prayers in conformity with the objectives of the Holy
Year, in their homes or wherever they are confined (e.g. in the chapel
of the monastery, hospital, nursing home, prison...) offering up their
sufferings or the hardships of their lives;’.

With this perspective in mind, we suggest that on the occasion of the
Fifth World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly or a significant
date for the diocesan community or the facility where the elderly
live, a celebration be held to allow all those who cannot physically
participate in the Jubilee pilgrimages to experience the Father's
limitless mercy.
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The celebration should be presided over by a priest, a deacon, the
facility chaplain, a catechist or whoever usually takes care of the
pastoral animation of the place.

The celebration should be well-attended, if possible animated
bysongs, and special attention should be paid to the participation
of all the elderly.

Where necessary, the presiding person, together with some of the
pastoral animators, should visit all the rooms in which the elderly
unable to move from their beds are staying. With them recite the
Our Father, the Profession of Faith and leave them a sacred image,
prayer or sign reminding them of their participation in the jubilee
event. Let no one be excluded from the celebration.

Chaplains should make every effort to ensure that elderly people
can receive the sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist in
the period leading up to the celebration.

Opening song

Introduction

The presiding person says:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Participants respond:
Amen.

The presiding person says:

May the God of hope

who in the Word made flesh

fills us with all joy and peace in faith,

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

be with all of you.

Participants respond:
And with your spirit.
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Jubilee Prayer

The presiding person says:

Let us recite together the prayer written by Holy Father Francis on
the occasion of the Jubilee:

Father in heaven,

may the faith you have given us

in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled

in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope

for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us

into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.

May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the
whole cosmos

in the sure expectation

of a new heaven and a new earth,

when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,

your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,

a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread

the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed,

be glory and praise for ever.

Amen

2025 / No.434



Psalm

One of the pilgrimage psalms is sung or recited, e.g.:
15 ‘Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent?’
24 ‘The earth is the Lord's’

84 ‘How lovely is your dwelling place’

95 ‘O come, let us sing unto the Lord’

122 ‘I rejoiced with those who said to me’

136  ‘Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good’

Reading of the Word of God
1t is suggested to read:

A reading from the Letter of St. Paul the Apostle to the Romans (5:1-5)

Brothers and sisters: Therefore, since we have been justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have gained access by faith to this grace in which we stand,
and we boast in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we even
boast of our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance,
and endurance, proven character, and proven character, hope, and
hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured

out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

2025 / No.434



agiE T EH

Meditation
You can follow this text or another similar one

The Fifth World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly falls within
the Jubilee of Hope year.

Sometimes we confuse the virtue of Hope with a good chance that
something we care about will happen. For example, we hope we don't
get sick or that our favourite team wins and so on. Often, it is a mat-
ter of waiting for things that are likely to happen, but may not. Or we
think of hope as a kind of optimism towards the future, as a charac-
teristic of our character. How should we understand Christian hope,
what we say is a theological virtue?

St. Paul, in his letter to the Romans, makes a point about Christian
hope by reasoning about what it is based on. If hope were based only
on our own strength and human attitudes we would have reason to
doubt its consistency. Since, however, St. Paul sets as the foundation
of hope the love of God [that] has been poured out into our hearts,
we may well say that it is a work of grace and therefore does not fail.
Our task is to welcome it and allow ourselves to be led and sustained
by it.

When Christian hope is allowed to act in our lives, it has extraor-
dinary power. The Catechism of the Catholic Church writes: ‘The
virtue of hope responds to the aspiration to happiness which God has
placed in the heart of every man; it takes up the hopes that inspire
men’s activities and purifies them so as to order them to the Kingdom
of heaven; it keeps man from discouragement; it sustains him during
times of abandonment; it opens up his heart in expectation of eternal

67
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beatitude. Buoyed up by hope, he is preserved from selfishness and
led to the happiness that flows from charity.” (cf. C.C.C.1818)

To know an elder who has cultivated hope in his/her life is a true light
to the world. For behind a smile, an affectionate greeting, a word of
encouragement from an elder to a younger person, there is like a re-
flection of a greater wisdom, which ultimately speaks of God's faith-
fulness over time. Pope Leo XIV wrote in the Message for the Fifth
World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly:

The Book of Sirach calls blessed those who have not lost hope (cf.
14:2). Perhaps, especially if our lives are long, we may be tempted
to look not to the future but to the past. Yet, as Pope Francis wrote
during his last hospitalization, “our bodies are weak, but even so,
nothing can prevent us from loving, praying, giving ourselves, being
there for one another, in faith, as shining signs of hope” (Angelus, 16
March 2025). We possess a freedom that no difficulty can rob us of:
it is the freedom to love and to pray. Everyone, always, can love and

pray.

Elderly people who have experienced God’s faithfulness over time
can testify to the world to an ability that is becoming rare in this age
of ours, the ability to look to tomorrow with hope!

True, there are many contexts in the world where this is not the case,
and the elderly, instead of being esteemed, are put on the margins of
communal living. The Bull of Indiction of the Jubilee highlighted this
by recalling that:

“The elderly, who frequently feel lonely and abandoned, also deserve
signs of hope. Esteem for the treasure that they are, their life experi-
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ences, their accumulated wisdom and the contribution that they can
still make, is incumbent on the Christian community and civil society,
which are called to cooperate in strengthening the covenant between
generations.

Here I would also mention grandparents, who represent the passing
on of faith and wisdom to the younger generation. May they find sup-
port in the gratitude of their children and the love of their grandchil-
dren, who discover in them their roots and a source of understanding
and encouragement.” (Bull of Indiction of the Jubilee 2025, Spes non
confundit, no. 14)

We are invited to celebrate this Fifth World Day for Grandparents
and the Elderly with a desire to start afresh from the hope that en-
lightens us all. For the life of the elderly to be truly appreciated in all
its value, it is important that no one is left alone. Our elders should be
regarded as the precious treasure that binds generations together and
shows us how God is the Lord of the succession of every age and ev-
ery era.

Pope Leo reminded us of St. Augustine’s incisive phrase: Let our
lives be good, and the times are good. We are the times, as we are, so
will the times be!'

If we can treasure the living teaching of faith and love of our elderly
the times ahead will certainly be better times!

1. . . . .
‘Mala tempora, laboriosa tempora, hoc dicunt homines. Bene vivamus, et bona
sunt tempora. Nos sumus tempora: quales sumus, talia sunt tempora’

69
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The Credo
Our Father

Prayer for the Fifth World Day for Grandparents and the
Elderly

Final Blessing
Long life blessing

God of mercy,

Who has given these, Your children, the gift of a long life,
Grant them your blessing.

Let them feel the sweetness and strength of your presence:
Looking back on the past,

Rejoicing in Your mercy;

And looking to the future,

Persevering with undying hope.

To you, glory and praise for evermore.

Final song

Distribution of the Message for the Fifth World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly
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